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WASHINGTON -- U.S. Representative John Olver (D-First District)                announced today that the House Appropriations Committee has earmarked                $1 million in funding for expansion of the Silvio O. Conte National                Fish and Wildlife Refuge. The funding, included in the FY Š99 Interior                Appropriations bill, is expected to be passed by the House in July.                A final House-Senate reconciled version of the legislation is due                by October 1, 1998, the beginning of Fiscal Year 1999. 
               "I am very pleased that I was able to secure additional funding                for the Conte Wildlife Refuge. This funding will allow the Fish                and Wildlife Service to better manage the most critically sensitive                ecosystems within the Connecticut River Valley," Rep. Olver said.              

The funding will enable the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service to purchase                land along the Connecticut River that will best serve environmental                preservation goals.              

"Expanding the Refuge will build upon the efforts of the American                Heritage River designation through natural resource protection and                economic development," Rep. Olver said. "And, of course, I am honored                to preserve the Silvio Conte legacy of environmental conservation                and protection."              

The Silvio O. Conte National Fish and Wildlife Refuge was established                in 1991 through legislation sponsored by Congressman Olver. Since                1991, Olver has secured over $3 million for land and educational                programs at the Conte Refuge.             
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